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TRIP REPORT - .
of
Alfred W. Hesse and Vinéent J. Wilson, Jr.
to
The Friedman Collection at the George C. Marshall Researcn I.ibrary

Lexington, Virginia

Our visit to the Friedman Collection on 18-19 January 1971 was made in
company with General Carter and Dr. Forrest Pogue, Executive Director of
the Marshall Library, who were going to atiend a meeting of the Library
Board of Directors. Because of our travel schecule and the Library's hours,
we had approximately eight hours with the collectiocn and in conierence vrith
Miss Eugenia Lejeune, Archivist of the Marshall Research Library.

Present Status of the Friedman Collection

We began our review of the Friedman Library anc¢ collection by a con-
ference with Miss Lejeune. . She will be in charge of the general adminis-
tration of the collection including its initizl so=iing, incexing, and
arrangement, with the assistance of regular anc exira Library staff.

The Friedman collection arrived at the iarshall Resea rc‘n Library on

?17? December 1970 and is still in some 74 transfer cartons (approximately .

two cu. ft. each). These cartons have teen orzsnec, anc cl‘ecxed on a
sampling basis, by the Library stefi, but have not vet bse

unpacked. Some of the cipher machines (ezrly Hacelin

SIGFOY, an original Wheatstone cipher cisk, and socme ol; ,-..ny cxﬂnenra

cylinders and strip boards) were set out of the caricas cn'top of file cabinets.

All-‘these cartons and equipment were stored in the Librarv's room-sized
vault, desicred &nid euthorized for storaze of TO? SZCRIT materizl.
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In addition, there is a 3 x 5 card index file of the whole collection,
prepared by Mr. and Mrs. Friedman, which is a standard library card
catalog of the collection, including not only books but also pamphlets,
magazines, clippings and miscellanea. It is arranged alphabetically by
author and by subject. This file is now stored in a room on the second
L floor of the stacks, which is intended as the home of the Friedman
) collection, except for any classified or 11m1ted-access material which

would remain in the vault.

There-is another file of 5 x 8 cards, known as the analytical file, o
presently placed in the vault, which was prepared by Mr. and Mrs. Friedman
and- later by Mrs. Friedman alone right up to the time the collection was
moved to Lexington. It is arranged alphabetically by proper name (except
for the latest cards which have not yet been interleaved into the file). The
cards are keyed to the books and other items of the collection by numbers
assigned sequentially (probably in order of accession) up to about 2000.

This is called the analytical file because the cards contain annotations,

- varying in length from a few lines to occasionally several cards, giving an
analysis of the content, scope, or reliability of the book or item and usually.
1nc1ud1ng some cross-references.

The only other item in the collection is a 4-drawer 3-way combination
lock safe, the material in which was not available for survey because only
Mrs. Friedman has the combination.

Assessment of the Friedman Collection

It was clear, because of the shortness of time available for our stucy,
that we could not hope to examine everything in the collection. Our best
procedure was some kind of discriminative sampling which might lead us
to those items more likely than others to show up classified or codeword
material. For such a procedure thz analytical card file was a most useful,
and available, key.. '

Since this collectlo'l represen;s Mr. Friedman's catholic interest in
anything cryptologic, there were large blocks of meterial which we could
with reasonable assurance disregard as having a very slight chance of
revealing any classified material. Such blocks of material related to the
Voynich MS, the Shakespearean ciphers, the Mayean hieroglyphs, the
Casanovan studies and ths historical material cn cryptography in Renais-
sance Euro“e, in the American Revolution, the Civil War, and World Wer T,
as well as most open publications on crvgiology, either flcuonal or
technicel.




Our method, then, was to work systematlcally through the analytical
card file, ignoring the large categories outlined above and searching out
E those which seemed more significant for our purposes (e.g., ENIGMA,

Hagelin, ASA, AFSA, etc.). By using the accession numbers on these
2 cards in conjunction with an index list of the contents of the cartons by
accession number, we could locate the carton containing the material to
be examined more closely.

In this way we ran down about a dozen main categories, but in no case
did we find anything bearing a classification higher than RESTRICTED, any-
_thing which seemed to have had a classification removed or obliterated, or
anyihing which a quick scanning suggested should have been classified.
| . (See Appendix). The only document found marked SECRET was a review of
., David Kahn's The Codebreakers in the analytical file, which seemed to
deserve that classification, not on an official basis, but only on a personal
basis.

Notice should be taken of the fact that, although all the Hagelin cards
in the analytical file were checked, no file of correspondence between
Mr. Friedman and Hagelin was found. Files of correspondence with others
do occur in the cards and in thé collection, but not for Hagelin. This -
seemed strange. It is possible that the Hagelin correspondence is in the
locked safe, but this is mere conjecture.

" Conclusions

On the basis of our selective sampling we conclude that there is no
great danger of classified material, marked or unmarked, being found in
the Friedman collection. We found no evidence of codeword material. If
there is any requirement to protect some msaterizl by limiting access, the
physical security arrangements are available and seem adeguate. We were
informed that some of the staif are cleared for TOP SECRET and also that
prospective users of any classified material would need to be cleared by
regular DOD procedures. :

| .

' There should be time for further, more thorouch review of the Friedman
\ " collection before it is open for study. Miss Lejeune estimates it will take
| .
|
|

2t least three months to unpack, sort, check ard compleste cataloging ths
collection. Thereafter it was indicated Lhat the Marshall Research Library
' fcre announcing the collection
s=co-xd review be mace at a

e
T a
nd zrranced but befere a 1y general

vias aveileble ;or use. We recom
time when the msaterizls are un ;ac.-;ed
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General Carter and tfle staff of the George C. Marshall Research
Library --Dr. Forrest Pogue; Executive Director; Miss Eugenia Lejeune,

-Archivist; and Mr. Royster Lyle, Curator - were all most cooperative and

helpful. The staff were most willing to make such arrangements as seemed
necessary for protection of any special material which might be uncovered.

Inclosure:
Appendix




APPENDIX

Specific materials reviewed in the Priedrnan Collection .included:

1. ENIGMA - only photostats of published promot10na1 material for
the commercial machine found. .

2. Hagelin - copies of company. descriptive brochures of equipments,
covering C-446, CX-52, CX-52B, BC-543, RT-53, CB-55, and CDR-5S.
No annotations, no methods of solution, and no correspondence of substance.
. 3. ASA Cryptanalysts' Manual, dated 1940, 1946, 1947 - bulky compi-
lation of letter frequencies by language as well as mathemancal and
statistical tables. Cla551f1ed RESTRICTED. :

4, AFSA Glossary of TA, dated 1951 - slim pamphlet, classified
RESTRICTED.

L

5 . U. S. Army Field Codes - World War I vintage or training documents.
6. Official Report of Congressional Hearings on Pearl Harbor, 39 vol. -
no evidence found of any significant annotations.

7. Yardley - thin file of Mr. Friedmen's correspondence with Yardley
up to 1931, bearing no classification and probably unclassified in sub-
stance.

8. Two folders of papers - one labelled "Solutions, " which apparently
dated from the 1920's, and the other labelled "Working Papers," which
concerned the Voynich MS.

9. A numbear of books - e.g., A. Dulles, The Craift of Intelligence and
L. Farago, The Broken Seal - the latter had numerous annotations of a per-
sonal nature, but nothing was seen which seemed to need official classifi-
cation.




